Teaching Plan

Teaching Title: Lesson 16 - Jobs & Work 

Class Type: Oral English

Teaching Periods: two periods

Teaching Objectives:


In this class, students will be able to practice the following:

1. Evaluating and comparing professions using adjectives and nouns;

2. Asking questions and listening to both familiar and unusual opinions;

3. Conversing with others in a natural tone of voice, using the correct pronunciation of new vocabulary, and focusing on emotion, rhythm and syllable stress;

4. Listening and gist reading for main ideas and finer details.

Main Points of Teaching:


Enable students to talk about jobs and employment using the appropriate, and correctly pronounced English vocabulary and expressions.

Difficult Points of Teaching:

· Enthusing (and warming up) all students so that they take an active part in all class activities, with a view to them flexibly and properly using the words, expressions and samples learned in this unit to talk about work and employment.

· Delivering the content and activities of the Teaching Plan in an accessible form for the varied levels of English competency of the students in the class.

Teaching Aids and Resources:

This class makes use of the blackboard, Interchange Intro book, model dialogue referring to going to a job interview, text on Job Satisfaction vs. a Big Paycheck.

Teaching Procedures and Time Allotment:

1. Introductory activities (15')

a) Homework (1')

Collect students’ homework as set in the last class while completing the attendance sheet. Mark absences.

b) Activity – Team Tennis (4')

Divide the class into two teams. Using vocabulary from previously taught units (transportation, furniture, accommodation and food work well) teams offer words in turn. It’s best to designate a spokesperson. Whichever team repeats a word or fails to give a new term loses the rally.

c) Lead-in (5')

Review Housing vocabulary more thoroughly. Write “I live in a…” on the blackboard (see Teaching Aids). Elicit imaginative responses from the class as a whole. Drill pronunciation as vaguely appropriate.

d) Pair work (5')

i. Next to c), write “I work in a…” Students work with their partner to compile a list of as many workplaces as possible.

ii. Compile a full list on the board. The students like to write these up themselves sometimes.

iii. Elicit occupations which correspond to the workplaces. For example, ‘school’ – ‘teacher’. 

iv. Elicit other professions by asking “Who works in a…?” For example, ‘Zoo” – ‘zoo keeper’.

2. Evaluating professions (20')

Students discuss their dream jobs using positive and comparative adjectives.

a) Preparation (10')

i. Students match vocabulary to images on the first page of Unit 8 in Interchange Intro (see Teaching Aids).

ii. Write “In the future, I want to be a… because…” on the blackboard (see Teaching Aids) Explain ‘future’ as necessary. Give a model answer using positive adjectives appropriately.

iii. Students write their own examples.

b) Interview classmates (10')

i. Students ask at least two of their peers about their dream professions, recording the answers.

ii. Model interesting responses taken from Unit Eight’s first page and any supported by particularly impressive reasoning or motivations.

3. Speaking practice (40')

Students read model dialogues aloud, focusing on natural intonation and correct pronunciation, before constructing their own dialogue (along similar lines) and performing them aloud appropriately.

a) Preparation Dialogue (5')

i. Distribute model dialogue to all students. Dialogue summary – Matt is going to a job interview in Zhengzhou. Sally asks why he wants the job, and what is his dream job (see Teaching Aids).

ii. Students read silently and then quietly in pairs, circling new or challenging vocabulary.

b) Comprehension questions (5')

i. Teacher asks comprehension questions (approximately one per line) and explains challenging terms as per students requests.

ii. Examples to note: nicknames, verbs in the present continuous form, time references, occupations, workplaces, reasoning, sports, bank clerk.

c) Reading aloud (15')

i. Students read dialogue aloud in pairs.

ii. Teacher then emphasizes need to sound ‘natural’ and respect syllable patterns or stress. Drawing a robot on the board helps.

iii. Students read again, casting one of the characters as incredibly, yet inexplicably, angry. This should help add emotion and intonation to students’ voices.

iv. Students read again, casting the other character as overwhelmingly, yet again inexplicably (why is not important), upset.

v. Students read for a fourth and final time, in the appropriate voices for the characters' natural and reasonable emotions. 

vi. Model with any students who display a noticeable change between the first and fourth readings.

d) Constructing a new dialogue (5')

i. Students work in pairs to construct a new dialogue along similar lines to the given example (A is going to a job interview for a job they don’t truly want as a career; B asks about this and what A’s actual dream job is).

ii. Teacher notes underlined vocabulary as suggested words, expressions and reasoning that could and indeed should be changed.

iii. Teacher praises originality and creative ideas, as well as correct and appropriate use of vocabulary learned and idioms researched.

iv. Students could also focus on including some examples of vocabulary that would express emotion or compare professions.

e) Performing the new dialogue (10')

i. Students read their dialogues aloud with their partners.

ii. Students attempt to read their dialogues again but from memory.

iii. Teacher points out exemplary dialogues to the rest of the class, asking other students comprehension questions on what they hear in the new dialogues.

4. Reading and Discussion (20')

Students skim read text on job satisfaction versus a big paycheck, focusing not on understanding every word but instead on simply gleaning enough to participate in a class discussion on one’s priorities in choosing a job. 

a) Preparation: gist reading (5')

i. Students read the text silently under a strict time limit, focusing on recognizing and understanding key words (see Teaching Aids).

ii. The aim is to gain a general (rather than comprehensive) understanding of the content and to begin to think independently about the relative importance of the two competing values.

b) Comprehension questions (5')

Students are encouraged to ask themselves “What is the text about generally?” What professions does it mention? What questions does it ask, and answer? What are the main points?

c) Class discussion (10')

i. What professions have a healthy paycheck? Which jobs have the least job satisfaction? Why do people do these jobs? Why is one more important than the other? 

ii. Elicit answers from students. 

5. Plenary and Close (5')

a) Review the class content (2.5')

i. Vocabulary

ii. Pronunciation

iii. Expression

iv. Ideas

b) Assign homework (2.5')

Short writing task on the question “What is more important to you: job satisfaction or a big paycheck?”
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